
Colours of Wielewaal // Growing Space 

Colours of Wielewaal, 2020 installation



Colours of Wielewaal, 2020, installation

An exploration of our connection to the land and 
our surroundings by using natural dyes gathered 
from plant-life and food-scraps from in and around 
the Wielewaal neighbourhood.  

The installation acted as an invitation to the open 
air natural dye workshop, aimed at the local 
residents and neighbours.  

The choice of material came from a personal need 
to feel grounded during lockdown as well as to feel 
more rooted to the local environment. Still relatively 
new to Rotterdam it felt important to make kin with 
the land.  

Growing Space is located in the Wielewaal, a 
neighbourhood in South Rotterdam that is currently 
undergoing redevelopment. Although the project 
was initiated by one of the locals, it sparked heated 
conversations and anger from a number of the 
residents. 

The natural dye workshop was attended by 
neighbours and their children, as well as curious 
passers-by. 

The project was exhibited at Growing Space, 
Rotterdam with help from Carmen José. 

Supported by CBK Rotterdam, Stichting NAC, 
Charlois Speciaal and Groot Rotterdams Atelier 
Weekend.



Eathouse // ongoing project

Eathouse is a collective initiated to provide healthy affordable food, a generous meeting point 
and workshops on the topics of food culture and sustainable ways of living. It is an initiative set 
up in 2020 by artists Vlada Predelina, Ulufer Çelik, Merve Kılıçer and Jake Caleb. 

In 2020 Summer Season we did kitchen takeovers at Paviljoen ... aan het Water, a local social 
cultural art residency space in Rotterdam. Eathouse’s kitchen takeover took inspiration from 
FOOD, a restaurant started by artists Carol Goodden, Tina Girourd and Gordon Matta Clarke in 
New York City in 1971. Taking place during the dramatic shifts of the pandemic, the takeover 
provided a space for people to meet over food as government measures relaxed.  

In 2021 we ran LIVE FEED, an online cooking broadcast where we invited a Rotterdam based 
artists to share, discuss and demonstrate a recipe that resonates with their artistic practice.  
We started the season at South Explorer festival, the following events were hosted by 
Kunstinstuut Melly, Peach & Attent.

Alejandra Lopez & Lena Longefay X Eathouse, Kunstinstituut Melly



3 O'Clock is an attempt to record and bring light to my old home and the first half of my life in Ekaterinburg, Russia. It seeks to combine the feeling of home, 
geographical location, taste and domestic work that is required in order for the feeling to exist.  

3 O’Clock // Leave of Absence Gallery

3 O’Clock, 2019, installation



3 O’Clock, 2019, film still Online version of the film can be found here: https://vimeo.com/366985632  Password: Borscht1

I went back to my family home and filmed my grandmother making her infamous borscht soup, it features her step-by-step recipe, advice and a secret ingredient. 
Local cuisine comes up a lot during conversations about home, the film really focuses on the taste of home. The film was projected onto a Russian technical standard 
size hand-sewn bedsheet hanging from a washing line fixed at a suggested optimal British height of 6ft, symbolising both of my Russian and British experiences. 
The washing line is a very domestic feature; it simultaneously symbolises housework and home. Usually laundry is hanging it out to dry in a home setting, at the same 
time it is (sometimes) a colourful display of items and personal belongings to the passers by.  The cooking pot covered with embroidered towel is placed on a 
pedestal to celebrate this aesthetic of everyday as well as the domestic labour that is often taken for granted.



Homeware for Hibernation // LIFE 

Text exhibited as part of the exhibition:  

It’s time to wake up. 
No, it’s still dark! 
Yes, but there are things to do. 
Do I really have to get up? What is it that I actually need to do? 

The world turns, the light dims. Long days fade and it’s a drag to leave the 
apartment, especially with the rain. Conversations at the breakfast table revolve 
around the point, why resist these feelings, why can’t we just stay in? 

Waterproofs go on. Out in the woods things are still growing. Decomposing what’s 
left behind by the trees, emerging between the soggy leaves. ‘It’s getting dark 
already, eh?’ There’s a Russian phrase for all the things that are about to be, they say 
‘It’s on the nose’. Sniffling in the damp, here we are, ‘Winter’s on the nose.’ 

Back home the candles melt, disappearing as quickly as the day. Books pile on the 
floor, we could do with some new shelves. Thinking along with these rhythms of 
growing, collecting and storing, we’ve been gathering materials on walks and in the 
kitchen over the summer and early autumn to make natural dyes: walnuts, avocado 
skins, yellow flowers, onion peel. What to do with all these things collected over the 
year and how can they help us listen to our bodies and be okay with being slow and 
sleepy for a while: let’s make some homeware for hibernation. 

Storing, 2020, Vlada Predelina 
Feather cushion with cover dyed using poplar leaves and elderberry, 
dried lavender inserted in the pocket

Homeware for Hibernation is a duo project with Jake Caleb to embrace the darker 
months and rainy weather by making a homeware collection exploring rhythms of 
growing, collecting and storing.  
The project was exhibited at LIFE with generous support from Ash Kilmartin.



Homeware for Hibernation, 2020 installation

As part of the show and to mark the clock change we broadcasted Extra hour hour with Rotterdam Art And Radio. This featured one hour of night time stories based 
on texts and music that we have collected in the run up to the show. This can be accessed via RAAR. 

Our objects and wall-based pieces were placed on and around a hand-built shelf based on an adapted design in Autoprogettazione? book by Enzo Mari. 



Ceramic Stories // Roodkapje: Workshop 
Ceramic Stories is a series of workshops for looking closely at daily routines and other personal rituals that make us feel grounded. This could be brushing teeth, doing 
some basic housework or walking to the shop to get groceries – an exploration from the daily routines to larger ceremonial events.

Ceramic Stories workshop, 2019, participants using the screen map for their route



In a talk titled ‘A home is not a house’ at Royal Academy, London, speaker and researcher Helen Taylor describes the idea of home as a “slippery concept” and “to 
understand, we have to look beyond the physical structure of the house to the lived experience of home”. She outlines temporal home as one of the four categories 
of the ‘habitus’. This looks into banal events, routines and celebrations such as birthdays and gatherings.  
In 2014, writer Taiye Selasi was invited to do a TED talk titled ‘Don’t ask me where I am from, ask me where I am a local’ where she explores the sense of belonging 
and talks about the three R’s of the framework of living space, one of the three R’s is ‘Rituals’. Daily rituals, however basic and invisible - are a part of home. Some vary 
with different cultures, some are exactly the same, everyone however has their own rituals too. So whether it’s a route from the kitchen to the table, or the route from  
home to a work meeting - this route can be easily mapped, and a simple linear shape can be identified.  

Ceramic Stories workshop outcomes, 2019, glazed ceramic, installation 









SHOWROOM // Roodkapje Residency Solo Show 

I used the Roodkapje Residency to sit with my ideas about home. After 
relocating countries once more, it felt important to use the year-long 
residency to give a personal perspective and my own relationship with home 
and displacement.  
I dived fully into my new surroundings; from volunteering in the local 
community garden to urban explorations of social living in and around the 
city of Rotterdam. 

 
The whole installation served as a moment of the project that strongly 
considers the issues of home and the relationships that have been built 
during my research.  
The shapes of patterns for the mural are map locations of 't O-tje, Vredestuin, 
Zonnewoningen as well as my new home address in South Rotterdam. The 
outcomes of the Ceramic Stories workshop were digitised and the symbols 
were used for creating embroidery patterns on domestic objects such as 
curtains, pillowcases and laundry.  
The original ceramic symbols were also present; these were rearranged to 
create a ceramic map of the city full of fond memories and participants’ 
personal routines and rituals that keep them grounded. This map was 
encouraged to be viewed from the window.  
I also used my time at my new home to record domestic sounds, the sounds 
were manipulated to create music tracks that were performed by DJ & 
musician Arjuna Vlasblom during the opening of the exhibition.  

During the opening, I performed as a real estate agent doing a house 
viewing of the “show room”, this was both a celebration of the domestic 
environment and a commentary on the housing crisis, gentrification and the 
citizens’ ownership of their cities.  

SHOWROOM, 2019, installation shot



SHOWROOM, 2019, installation shot



 
A personal moment of dumpling making at the grandparents' apartment. After 
not seeing them for a long period of time  and discovering their figures  on 
Google maps outside of their house, there was an urge to recreate the 
experience, this home feeling away from home. 

Food is a subject that comes up a lot when talking about the specifics of 
home, whether it's grandma's best meal or just local food we are used to from 
an early age. The taste of home is irreplaceable, sharing recipes from 
generation to generation, keeping it going. Pelmeni are a staple, a fast food, a 
daily food, a special celebration food, but with this specific memory and being 
able to pin down one geographical location, it is *the* pelmeni.

Pelmeni / Meet the grandparents

Installation: timber, MDF, mod clay, ikea bag, riso printed invitations, video: 5mins 18sec https://vimeo.com/327154511


